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ANYTHING
BE KIND




Summer Worship – 9:00 am
Church Office – (815) 465-6191

Website:  www.stpetersgp.org      

Email:  stpetersgp@sbcglobal.net 

Facebook:  St. Peters UCC Grant Park
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*- In the way you are able, whether in body or in spirit, please rise.
Ringing of the Bell
Prelude  
           “I Should Have Been Crucified” (Jensen)   Judy Schneider
Welcome & Announcements                                                     
*Call to Worship
      

     Pastor:
Gather, the beloved of Christ.  Come and experience a glimpse of God’s kingdom of kindness.
     People:
Let us create a world where love rules over all; a world where enemies embrace and where there is no distinction between friend and foe.

     Pastor:
Put our differences aside; let our foes evaporate in the Light of God’s love.

     People:
Give us Your power, God.  Transform us, as we give our lives to You, body, soul, mind, and spirit.  

* Unison Prayer of Invocation  

Merciful God, keep us from the pettiness that engulfs the world around us.  Forgive our past failures and sins where we looked at our own desires instead of having eyes of kindness and love for those around us.  Help us to be done with finding fault with others and instead, strive to become a person of forgiveness and encouragement.  Help us to take time to think as it is the source of Your power.  Help us to take time to read as it is the foundation of Your knowledge.  Help us to take time to pray as it is a time to receive Your touch.  Help us to take time to reach out to others as it will glorify You and bring significance to our lives.  Amen.
*Opening Worship                 “Glorify Thy Name”                                #146 
                                                           “Kindness”                                   Screen
Children’s Moment

Sharing of Concerns & Joys
Responsive Pastoral Prayer                                                                   Insert
Scripture Reading                                Luke 10:25-37          
*Hymn of Response                  “Wonderful Words of Life”  (v. 1 & 3)    #668
Sermon Scripture Reading               Ephesians 4:29-32
Hymn

                      “Lord, Speak to Me” (v. 1 & 4)               #593    
Sermon
                                 “Be Kind:  Just do it!”              
*Closing Song                            “With Every Act of Love”                 Screen  
*Benediction in Song                “God Be with You” (v 1 & 2)                   #716
*Postlude   


   “Blessed Redeemer” (Loes)             Judy Schneider
We at St. Peter’s are praying for:

Gary Ekhoff


      Gene Sievers

    
Carter Fortin Louise Sievers
          
      Nancy Lewke

          
Linda Havely


Austin Delaney

      Mason Beseke


Rev. Frank Hoss
     Mildred Katz

      Pauline Mitchell

Joy Currier

Minnie Pfingsten   
     
      Melissa Mort


Taylor Cleary
           Gilbert Stadt


      Dennis Balgemann

Donna Dorrough

Cheyenne Jones

                                                            Margaret Johnson
stpetersgp@sbcglobal.net 
Church Website: www.stpetersgp.org
Facebook: St. Peters UCC Grant Park

Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Friday 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Staff
Rev Kyle Timmons, Pastor
Jacquelyn Timmons, Office Administrator 

Beverly Junker, Financial Secretary

Ann Smith, Senior Choir Director
Betty Wolfe, Youth Choir Director
Judy Schneider and Shari Ohm, Organists
Peg McCraw, Custodian

Jessica Bornemann & Kole Stadt, Youth Advisors
Neal Currier & Josh Hamann, Connect Leaders
2021 Church Council 

Max Toppen, President

Brian McKinstry, Vice President

Heidi Frahm, Secretary
Michelle Claussen, Treasurer
 Karen Ekhoff, Assistant Treasurer

Rhiannon Currier, Larry Voigt, Carrie Langlois, & David Lehnert
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No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s Journey, You Are Welcome Here
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Children & Youth News
Sunday School Rally Day (September 19th) – Join us on September 19th at  9 am as we kick off our new Sunday School year.  Classes are available for Pre-School – 5th grade, 6th-8th grade, 9th-12th grade, and adults!  
2021-2022 Confirmation Class – Attention parents of students entering 7th and 8th grade (or higher) who have not been confirmed or would like to learn more about the confirmation program.  We will meet on September 19th following church to discuss the upcoming year.  If you are unable to attend, please let the church office know.

----------------------------------------------------------------
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St. Peter’s is looking for someone (or more) to voluntarily lead our Fusion Youth Ministry as Kole Stadt and Jessica Bornemann have recently announced that they are stepping down.

Fusion is for students in grades 6-12. Leaders will be asked to plan and lead missions projects, organize monthly gatherings and events, or have unique and fellowship style events for our youth.  To learn more, please see Pastor Kyle.

Adult Christian Education Opportunities

Bad Characters in a Godly Person – We will meet on Sunday mornings from 9 am –  10 am in the Clyde Lange Fellowship Hall.  Coffee (and maybe treats) will be provided.  All are welcome to join us at any time as we explore characteristic traits of a faithful Christian.  Our first Sunday will be September 19th.
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Thank you Michelle Claussen for making us this bulletin board.

Man-to-Man Group – Faith, Fellowship, Food, and maybe Football.  ALL men are welcome to join us on Mondays at 7 pm beginning September 20th.  We will discuss some books (don’t worry, you don’t have to buy/read the book if you don’t want to) written by Retired LTG William G. Boykin, former Commander of the U.S. Army Special Forces.  There will be great fellowship, plenty of food, and if you want to stay and watch football with us that evening, you may do so as well.  Currently the plan is to meet in the church basement, but stay tuned for any changes just in case.

Virtual Bible Study with Pastor Kyle – Aren’t able to join us for a weekly Bible Study, but would still like to receive additional spiritual nourishment?  Sign-up for a virtual Bible Study by Pastor Kyle.  Email pastorkyletimmons@live.com if you’d like to receive a weekly reading schedule, discussion questions, and other spiritual emails.  These will begin in Mid-September.  
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Are you a handyperson?  Or, simply willing to do a task or two around the church?  We are in need of everyone’s help to accomplish tasks, big and small, in and around the church grounds.  A list will be on the bulletin board near the church office soon, or you can contact the church office for a list and description of things that need to be done.
Ushers and Readers
We are in need of ushers and announcement and Scripture readers.  A clipboard for each will be passed around during church.  If you do not get a chance to sign up, please let the church office know what date you would like to sign up.

Turkey Supper
We are planning on having the Turkey Supper this year. If you are interested in finding out more about it or how to help, please contact the church office for more information.   
[image: image7.jpg]



Community Worship Service 
Grant Park Community Center 

September 12th 10:00 am
Please join us at the Community Center September 12th at 10 am for our Community Worship Service.  This is part of the Oktoberfest celebration.  Hope to see you all there!
Luke 10:25-37 (NIV)
25 On one occasion, an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” He replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then, he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
Ephesians 4:29-32 (NIV)

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Responsive Pastoral Prayer
Pastor:  God of  light, in a world so full of darkness and hate, we 

acknowledge the cruelty of others around us and our own ability to    

show anger, spite, and hatred.  Forgive us, gracious God, when we are quick to respond with ungodly actions and thoughts.

People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to one another.

Pastor:  In our communities in which we live, we confess that we often don’t 

know the people around us.  We don’t know their struggles, their   

concerns, or even their needs.  Even when our neighbors bother us by mowing their lawn at 7 am, by not caring for their yards the way we’d want them to, or playing noisy music when we’re trying to rest….
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our neighbors.

Pastor:  Some of us struggle with relationships within our own immediate 

   families.  Past hurt from spouses, parents, children, or siblings cause 

   us to harbor bitterness in our hearts and we struggle to find peace.  
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our family.

Pastor:  For those struggling with health issues and concerns in which their 

   bodies do not function as they wish they would, we ask for Your 

   healing mercies to comfort and heal according to Your will.  Teach    

   us to be patient with those around us who are struggling and need     

   our support and care.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to those who are ill and hurting.

Pastor:  Loving God, we also acknowledge that there are people that we do not like or get along with.  Forgive us and help us to love those who are different from us.  Help us to accept our differences and to mirror Your love for our enemies.  Grant us the courage and strength to turn the other cheek when things don’t go our way.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our enemies.

Pastor:  In our places of employment, guide us to have good attitudes, a respectable work ethic, and a respectful response to those around us.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our bosses and our co-workers.

Pastor:  When we find ourselves in a hurry, or bothered by interruptions in 

our schedules around us, help us to slow down and learn to embrace   

the extra time and the world around us.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to the traffic around us.

Pastor:  Our nation is in turmoil and we all have opinions on our local and 
   national leaders.  Teach us to pray for them and to encourage them, 
   even when their decisions are not right in our own eyes.  Remind us  

   that we can still love one another even when we don’t agree with  

   their actions.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our leaders.

Pastor:   We are blessed to have so many men and women who sacrifice 
    their safety and lives to guard our communities, to respond to 
    emergencies, to run towards danger when others are fleeing.  
    Protect those who protect us, O God.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our first responders.

Pastor:  Thank You, God, for our local school leaders.  As students and staff 
   return to their buildings, we pray that we would teach our kids to be 
   respectful and loving towards their administrators, staff, and 
   teachers.  Help us to model this behavior.  Help all our districts 
   adapt to the policies around them, some of which they have no say 
   
   in, and help us to support them even in the midst of our disagreeing 
  
   of how to enforce certain rules and regulations.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our administrators 
      and teachers.

Pastor:  Be with us as athletes, parents of athletes, and fans as we support 

   our local teams.  Let us show good sportsmanship and 

   encouragement to all who participate.
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind to our coaches, fellow teammates, 

      umpires, and opponents.

Pastor:  As Your Word teaches, help us to “be kind to one another, 

   tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave us.”
People:   Help us, O Lord, to be kind in every situation in life.  AMEN.
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